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NOTES. 

The Problem of Mental Arrangement. 

The problem of the occurrence, in our conscious life, of elemental ex- 
periences, neither sensational nor affective, is a relatively modern issue in 
psychology. Professor Bentley's account of recent discussions of the 
doctrine is therefore timely as well as intrinsically useful. 1 Many of the 
papers which he condenses — notably those of Meinong — are needlessly- 
obscure and diffuse ; and from many of them he has skillfully disentangled 
the consideration of the general question from the detailed discussion of 
subordinate problems. It is, however, to be regretted that Dr. Bentley 
makes no reference to Munsterberg's doctrine of Wertqualit&ten* and that 
he does not consider the suggestive and relatively systematic contribution 
of Ebbinghaus to the subject. 5 Nor is it easy to understand why the only 
reference to English writings is that to Stout's Analytic Psychology. 

An important, though incidental, conclusion to be drawn from Dr. Bent- 
ley's paper is the need of a uniform terminology. It is sadly confusing to 
find the same phenomena classed as 'form-qualities,' by Ehrenfels, as 
'funded-contents,' ' objects of higher order' or ' superiora,' by Meinong, 
and as ' perceptions ' by Ebbinghaus. The writer of this review prefers 
to any of these terms Spencer's expression — ' relational elements ' — entirely 
divorced from Spencer's associationist interpretation of the term. For the 
expression * relational elements ' suggests that * dependent ' character of 
these experiences which Cornelius marks * by naming them the ' attributes ' 
of conscious complexes. The consciousness of unity, of likeness, or of 
difference, for example, never occurs alone, but always implies the con- 
sciousness at the same time of other elements or complexes. 

Dr. Bentley's agreement with the theory formulated by this 'mass of 
literature,' consists in his admission that "the discussion has shown that a 
complete descriptive account of a mental complex demands more than an 
enumeration of its constituent elements taken as isolated units." Such an 
admission marks a great advance upon the bald sensationalism of much of 
our modern psychology. But Dr. Bentley recognizes as ' elements ' of 
consciousness only sensational and affective phenomena. He therefore 
disputes the claim of Ehrenfels, Cornelius, and Ebbinghaus that attentive 
introspection, direct and indirect, discloses certain simple conscious ex- 

1 Am. J. Ps., XII, 2, pp. 269-293. A summary of the article is published in this 
number of the Review, pp. 530-531. 

2 GrundzUge, pp. 290, ff. 

3 Grundz&ge, Buck III, Cap. II, A. 

* Zeitschrift, XXIV, pp. 118, et al. Cf. Meinong, Zeitschrift, XXI, pp. 189-90; 
Ebbinghaus, op. cit., p. 411. 
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periences — for example the consciousness of oneness and that of differ- 
ence — coordinate with sensational and affective elements, but neither 
identical with them nor reducible to them. In place of this theory, Dr. 
Bentley suggests the doctrine that a complex conscious experience consists 
of sensational and affective elements, and of the ' plan of arrangement, ' or 
"the mode, the pattern in which the elements are set forth." In the 
opinion of the present writer, this conception of the mode, or pattern, or 
plan of arrangement is dangerously vague and ambiguous. What place 
in an enumeration of conscious experiences does an ' arrangement ' or a 
' connection ' occupy ? Dr. Bentley does not mean by the terms to in- 
dicate a special sort of mental activity, as opposed to sense-content, for he 
effectively opposes this Kantian doctrine (as implied for example in some 
of Meinong's statements). But if, (i) the 'plan of arrangement* is not a 
mental activity — that is, a different sort of consciousness from sensation 
and affection, and if (2) it is not identical with sensational and affective 
elements, how can it fail to be either a specific kind of element, coordinate 
with sense-quality, sense-intensity, and affection, or else a complex inclusive 
of such specific elements ? 

Dr.' Bentley' s unwillingness to recognize 'relational' elements in con- 
sciousness is in part due — the present writer believes — to the fact that many 
of those who assert the existence of these specific and elemental experi- 
ences confuse them with a very different sort of psychic phenomenon ; 
with the highly complex consciousness of rhythm and that of spatial form. 
Both the space-consciousness and the rhythm-consciousness include, it is 
true, some consciousness of relation, or connection ; but the consciousness 
of melody includes sensational and affective elements as well, and the 
consciousness of space-form is mainly sensational. To imply that either 
experience is unsensational or elemental is, therefore, highly misleading ; 
nor does direct introspection disclose the presence of specific form-qualities 
as distinctive of particular melodies or figures. Both Schumann and 
Bentley argue effectively against the doctrine (as first expounded by 
Ehrenfels and accepted by some of his followers) that a melody or a spatial 
figure is characterized by a special ' form-quality ' of its own. But such 
objections have no force against the contention that the introspective 
analysis of consciousness is incomplete when it has recognized only sensa- 
tional and affective elements ; and that such specific and irreducible ex- 
periences as the consciousness of oneness and of likeness are as truly 
elements — distinguishable, though not separable, and unanalyzable parts 
of conscious contents — as the consciousness of redness, of sourness, of 
pleasantness. Mary Whiton Calkins. 

Wellesley College. 

The philosophical chair in the University of Aberdeen, made vacant 
by Professor Latta's call to the University of Glasgow, has been filled by 
the appointment of Dr. James Black Baillie. Dr. Baillie is a graduate of 
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Edinburgh, and has been Assistant in Philosophy at St. Andrew's and 
Lecturer at Dundee. He is the author of The Origin and Significance of 
Hegel's Logic. 

Alex. W. Crawford (Ph.D. Cornell) has been appointed to succeed 
Professor Urban in the chair of philosophy at Ursinus College. 
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